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Ungrouped data can be summarized using relative frequency, cumula-
tive relative frequency, relative percent, and cumulative relative percent, just 
as grouped data are. It again depends on how you want to describe the 
data. Summarizing ungrouped data is especially practical for data sets with 
only a few different scores and for qualitative or categorical variables. Data 
obtained for opinion and marketing polls, health categories (lean, healthy, 
overweight, and obese), or college year (freshman, sophomore, junior, and 
senior) are often summarized as ungrouped data. A research example for 
summarizing demographic data is given in Section 2.6.

FYI
Data are typically ungrouped for data 

sets with only a few different scores 

and for qualitative or categorical 

variables. For ungrouped data, the 

frequency of each individual score or 

category is counted.

Edenborough, Jackson, Mannix, and Wilkes (2008) conducted a qualitative study to better understand child-to-mother violence. 
They asked a sample of 185 mothers of children between ages 10 and 24 years to complete questionnaires about their 
experiences with their children. To describe general characteristics of the mothers they sampled, they included a table, shown in 
Table 2.12, summarizing their age range (grouped, quantitative data) and type of household (ungrouped, categorical data). The 
table includes the frequency and relative percent for each variable.

Most academic journals require that researchers report relevant demographic information of human participants. In this study, 
researchers reported both grouped and ungrouped demographic data. This study showed that mothers predominantly struggle 
in silence with violence initiated by their children. The researchers suggested that mothers need a safe and nonjudgmental 
environment to disclose their experiences and to seek appropriate services and support.
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Variable Frequency Relative Percent

Age group 20–29 years 6 3.2

30–39 years 30 16.2

40–49 years 94 50.8

50–59 years 42 22.7

Not reported 13 7.1

Household Two parent 101 55.0

Single parent 54 29.0

Foster or step family 10 5.4

Extended family 5 2.6

Not reported 15 8.0

TABLE 2.12
 � Demographic Information of Participant Ages (grouped) and 

Type of Households (ungrouped)

These data are adapted from Edenborough et al. (2008).


